
The Town and Country Chorus 

NOTES ♫  NEWS and VIEWS for December 13, 2022 

 
  
 The Town and Country Chorus finished its 2022 season on a high note indeed. We were 
privileged to provide songs of the Christmas Season to our new friends at the Skiff Lake Bible 
Church in Clarklake last Sunday evening. A big thank you is due Kent Cushman for arranging our 
presence at this food drive fundraiser for his church. 
 A big thank you goes out as well to those who came and sang, and to family and friends who 
were supporting us from the audience. 
 
 Then, as the final event of the year, Tim and Mary Jo Burcham provided to the chorus and 
spouses a wonderful dinner last Tuesday evening. We gathered at the Hillsdale Assembly of God 
Church for this scrumptious meal and celebrated afterwards by singing a few songs of course. 
 Many thanks, Tim and Mary Jo, for this beautiful meal and thanks to members of their youth 
group for serving us throughout the evening. 
 As well as enjoying a fine meal, the chorus took care of a few, end of the year celebrations. 
 Many of you may remember that the year 2019 was the last time the T&C Chorus had recognized 
an individual as Barbershopper Of The Year. Covid then put the brakes on the majority of the 
chorus rehearsals and activities for 2020 and 2021, including selecting a BOTY. We are very happy 
to report that we brought this tradition of recognition back for 2022. 
 It was indeed the chorus’ pleasure and honor to present the 2022 Hillsdale Chapter, Town and 
Country Chorus, Barbershopper Of The Year Award to Mr. Jim White! 
 Even though Jim certainly paid his dues when it came to contracting Covid and other maladies he 
always found the energy and the time to pick up the phone and check on the rest of us to see how 
we were doing and pass along chorus news and updates. When health permitted, he was always at 
rehearsal and supported the chorus at as many sing-outs as he could. Certainly, Barbershopper Of 
The Year is a well-deserved honor for Jim White. Thank you, Jim, for all you do. 
 Honored as well for continued direction and faithful leadership was our esteemed director, Mr. 
Don Slamka. Don has been here for all us through chorus dealings with illness, (not the least of 
which was the ongoing aftereffects of the Pandemic itself), calendar conflicts, three voice-part 
rehearsals, and more. The card given and its gift are hardly enough to express our deepest gratitude 
for the caring we’ve received from Don. Thank you sincerely, Don, for all you do for us. 
 Recognition was also given to Tony Fowler for his 33 years of membership in the Barbershop 
Harmony Society and Mike Ridenour for his 34 years of service. Congratulations gentlemen and 
thank you for your continued dedication to this world of harmony we all love. 
 
 At the end of the evening’s festivities, we conducted a quick business matter. With several 
members heading to warmer climates for the winter and others dealing with illness and 
transportation issues it was noted that our numbers for rehearsals will be down. Factor in the 
possible hazardous weather throughout the winter and it was decided to postpone practices for 
three months. So, on your 2023 calendars put down March 14 as our return to regularly scheduled 
rehearsals. 



 Upon our resumption of practices in March, plan to get right to work as we already have several 
sing-out requests on the books as well as discussions on staging some sort of Town and Country 
Chorus Show in 2023. Lots of singing ahead! 
 
 We wish everyone a Blessed Christmas and a Joyous New Year. Be safe, be well, and we’ll see all 
of you in March, 2023. 
 
 

Keep the Whole World Singing! 
 
In Harmony, 

Gary 

 

 
 Please check the Town and Country Chorus Facebook page for chorus updates and log into these 
Chapter, District, and Society websites to keep informed as to what’s happening in the world of 
barbershop. 
 
 www.townandcountrychorus.com 
 www.pioneerdistrict.org 
 www.barbershop.org 
 www.harmonyfoundation.org 
 
  

Make the Music That Makes the Difference 

 

 
 

 

Calendar for 2023 

MARCH 
 14 Tue: Chorus rehearsal, Hillsdale Assembly of God Church, 7:00 p.m. 

 21 Tue: Chorus rehearsal, Hillsdale Assembly of God Church, 7:00 p.m. 

 28 Tue: Chorus rehearsal, Hillsdale Assembly of God Church, 7:00 p.m. 

 

APRIL 
 4 Tue: Chorus rehearsal, Hillsdale Assembly of God Church, 7:00 p.m. 

 11 Tue: Chorus rehearsal, Hillsdale Assembly of God Church, 7:00 p.m. 

 18 Tue: Chorus rehearsal, Hillsdale Assembly of God Church, 7:00 p.m. 

 25 Tue: Chorus rehearsal, Hillsdale Assembly of God Church, 7:00 p.m. 

 

MAY 

http://www.townandcountrychorus.com/
http://www.pioneerdistrict.org/
http://www.barbershop.org/
http://www.harmonyfoundation.org/


 2 Tue: Chorus rehearsal, Hillsdale Assembly of God Church, 7:00 p.m. 

 9 Tue: Chorus rehearsal, Hillsdale Assembly of God Church, 7:00 p.m. 

 16 Tue: Chorus rehearsal, Hillsdale Assembly of God Church, 7:00 p.m. 

 23 Tue: Chorus rehearsal, Hillsdale Assembly of God Church, 7:00 p.m. 

 30 Tue: Chorus rehearsal, Hillsdale Assembly of God Church, 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

“Seek, develop, use and enhance the skills and talents of each member to such an extent 

that progress seems limitless.” 

 
 

 


